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Chapter the federation. It was definitely ruled that this would
___"   not be permissible under the general power, nor the
commerce power, nor would the fact that penalties
were imposed bring it within the ambit of criminal law.
The Dominion indeed persisted in its efforts to evade
this decision, but it has again been laid down1 definitely
that the Insurance Act is invalid in its attempt to
require Canadian companies, and aliens, and British
companies, and individuals immigrating into Canada to
take out licences, and that the Special War Eevenue
Act which imposed taxation on persons insuring with
insurers who had no licences was also invalid, as it
depended on an invalid requirement of a licence. It
stands, therefore, as certain that the commerce power
has no reference to the right to regulate any business
not assigned to the Dominion by licensing, nor can the
rule be evaded by claiming that the power is really an
exercise of the right to enact criminal law, to regulate
aliens, or to control immigration. What it is not legal
to do directly cannot be effected indirectly. The same
principle has been applied in the case of the effort of
the Dominion to require licences to be taken out for
operating salmon canneries in British Columbia.2 The
power to deal with sea-coast and inland fisheries is
federal, but it doe^not mean an unlimited authority to
do anything connected with fish, such as the regulation
of canneries as a matter of business.
Far more serious was the decision in 19253 that the
Dominion Industrial Disputes Investigation Act was
invalid. The measure had proved of great value and its
1  A.-G.for Quebec v. A.-G.for Canada, [1932] A.C. 41; Keith, op. cit.
siv. 115,116.
2  A.-G.for Canada v. A.-G. for British Columbia, [1930] A.C. 111.
3  Toronto Electric Ccmmrs. v. Snider, [1925] A.C. 396.